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the greatest experiment in individual 
liberty known to man, that being the 
United States of America. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the chairman for the 
kind words that he gave me.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

MODIFICATION TO AMENDMENT IN 
THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE 
NO. 4 MADE IN ORDER TO H. 
CON. RES. 95, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2004 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that during consid-
eration of H. Con. Res. 95 pursuant to 
House Resolution 151, the amendment 
numbered 4 in House Report 108–44 may 
be considered as modified by the form 
that I have placed at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington). The Clerk 
will report the modification. 

The Clerk read as follows:
Modification to amendment in the nature 

of a substitute No. 4 printed in part B of 
House Report 108–44 offered by Mr. Spratt:

Strike section 204 and insert the following:
SEC. 204. CONTINGENCY PROCEDURE FOR SUR-

FACE TRANSPORTATION. 
(a) COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND IN-

FRASTRUCTURE.—In the House, if the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
reports a bill or joint resolution, or if an 
amendment thereto is offered or a con-
ference report thereon is submitted, that 
provides new budget authority for the budget 
accounts or portions thereof in the highway 
and transit categories as defined in sections 
250(c)(4)(B) and (C) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 in 
excess of the following amounts: 

(1) for fiscal year 2004: $39,233,000,000, 
(2) for fiscal year 2005: $39,998,000,000, 
(3) for fiscal year 2006: $40,841,000,000, 
(4) for fiscal year 2007: $41,684,000,000, or 
(5) for fiscal year 2008: $42,605,000,000, 

the chairman of the Committee on the Budg-
et may adjust the appropriate budget aggre-
gates and increase the allocation of new 
budget authority to such committee for fis-
cal year 2004 and for the period of fiscal 
years 2004 through 2008 to the extent such ex-
cess is offset by a reduction in mandatory 
outlays from the Highway Trust Fund or an 
increase in receipts appropriated to such 
fund for the applicable fiscal year caused by 
such legislation or any previously enacted 
legislation. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT FOR OUTLAYS.—In the 
House, if a bill or joint resolution is re-
ported, or if an amendment thereto is offered 
or a conference report thereon is submitted, 
that changes obligation limitations such 
that the total limitations are in excess of 
$38,594,000,000 for fiscal year 2004, for pro-
grams, projects, and activities within the 
highway and transit categories as defined in 
sections 250(c)(4)(B) and (C) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985 and if legislation has been enacted 
that satisfies the conditions set forth in sub-
section (a) for such fiscal year, the chairman 
of the Committee on the Budget may in-
crease the allocation of outlays for such fis-

cal year for the committee reporting such 
measure by the amount of outlays that cor-
responds to such excess obligation limita-
tions, but not to exceed the amount of such 
excess that was offset pursuant to subsection 
(a).

Mr. SPRATT (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the modification be considered as 
read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from South Carolina? 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, and I will not ob-
ject, I rise only to take a moment to 
thank my colleague and ranking mem-
ber from South Carolina for his work 
in trying to conform this important 
provision within both of our budgets. 
We may have some disagreement 
throughout the day here on a number 
of provisions, but procedurally we usu-
ally have an esprit de corps and una-
nimity. In this instance I will not ob-
ject. This is an appropriate thing for 
the gentleman to do. I made a similar 
manager’s amendment at Rules last 
night, and this allows us to conform 
the budget, so I will not object. 

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that Members have 
7 legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks with regard to the budg-
et we are about to consider. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection.
f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2004 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 151 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 95. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 95) establishing the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2004 
and setting forth appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2003 and 
2005 through 2013, with Mr. GILLMOR in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 
rule, the concurrent resolution is con-
sidered as having been read the first 
time. 

General debate shall not exceed 3 
hours, with 2 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on the 
Budget, and 1 hour on the subject of 
economic goals and policies, equally di-
vided and controlled by the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
STARK). 

The gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
NUSSLE) and the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) each will con-
trol 1 hour of debate on the congres-
sional budget. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE). 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I would like to begin by thanking our 
staff from the Committee on the Budg-
et. They have worked enormously hard 
to bring us to this point in time where 
we are able to come to the floor to talk 
about the budget. Usually we reserve 
this to the end of the debate, but I just 
want to thank them because we are at 
a very unique time in our history. It 
requires some difficult choices. It re-
quires us to analyze the situation very 
carefully. We have good people that 
work for us in both the majority and 
minority. I want to thank them for the 
work that they do. They have been 
asked to do a job, they do it, they do it 
well, and we find ourselves on the floor 
ready to debate the bill on time and 
ready to debate the budget within the 
procedure that we laid out at the be-
ginning of the year. 

Similarly, we ask young men and 
women overseas to do a job today. 
They are doing it in fine fashion. They 
represent us well. They represent our 
hopes and our dreams. They represent 
our freedom. They represent America. 
We are proud of our troops. We are 
proud of the job that they do, and we 
are proud that they do the job without 
blinking an eye, without any hesi-
tation. 

I believe they would ask the same of 
us here today, that while there are cer-
tainly trials and tribulations that con-
found us around the world today, that 
we do our work, that we are not dis-
tracted by a tyrant in Baghdad, and we 
are not distracted by terrorism around 
the world. It would be very easy to be 
distracted by that. It would be very 
easy to suggest, let’s maybe wait for 
another day. But I think what America 
demands is that we continue the work 
of freedom, we continue the work of de-
mocracy. That is what they are fight-
ing for, and that is what we need to do 
as well. 

Mr. Chairman, we are at war. I did 
not have to practice that part of the 
speech because we were at war even be-
fore last night. We are at war against 
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